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Is Discovering a Vintage Treasure the Ultimate Design High?

Ten top designers share the thrill of the hunt—and their favorite new-again finds
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Every designer has a story about their ultimate scores—vintage finds unearthed
in some dusty corner of the internet or a flea market bin, loved instantly, and
perfectly integrated into a client project or, better yet, their own home. Ask any
creative and they’ll tell you: The most extraordinary discoveries are rarely
planned. They emerge like surprise gifts from above—the quirky little stool that
suddenly completes a room, sculptural lamps discovered during late-night
online deep dives, or heirloom-worthy furniture hiding in plain sight at local

haunts.

We asked 10 top designers—all members of the AD PRO Directory—to share
their most triumphant vintage finds, and their answers were illuminating.
What makes these pieces irresistible isn’t only their beauty—though that
certainly helps. It's the sense of discovery, of stumbling upon something that
feels both storied and strangely personal. Linette Dai knows this feeling well; a
vintage office stool she pulled purely for styling nearly became the accidental
star of a dining room project. For Sarah Lederman, it was a long-coveted
Edmund Spence dresser that arrived battered but triumphant, proof that design

miracles sometimes land in your eBay alerts. And Katie Rosenfeld experienced a

full circle moment that couldn’t be more personal when she returned a familial

art piece home where it belongs.

Other designers followed pieces as they redirected an entire project: the first
item found that becomes the nucleus of a primary suite, the table lamps that
transform a vignette, or the fantastical, fairy-tale bookcase Edel Legaspi of
Legaspi Courts Design discovered in High Point Market, a storybook structure

now setting the tone for her entire studio.

These meant-to-be finds remind us why vintage items continue to enchant, as
each object offers more than function or form. It brings history, character, and a
touch of serendipity—those ineffable qualities no new piece can quite replicate.
And sometimes, designers will tell you, the best pieces, the ones the client “can’t
live without,” were happy accidents that turned the past into a more beautiful

future.

The lamps that found their perfect home

How much are those lampshades in the window? Photo: Dustin Halleck

Stone Textile Studio designer Elizabeth Mollen had styled a pair of vintage

1950s dual-shade table lamps in the front window of her home shop, The Vault
Creative. The sculptural fiberglass shades played beautifully against a grasscloth
backdrop—so much so that a client walking by stopped in her tracks. The lamps
ended up becoming the final, essential touch for a dining room Mollen had just
completed. “It’s a true case of the right piece finding its home at the right time,”
she says. Sometimes the right vintage piece doesn’t simply join a project, it

completes it.



